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Today we seem to be getting some kind of investment advice from Scripture. It’s quite a bit 

different than anything we’d find in Forbes or The Economist though. The return being 

proposed for this investment isn’t short-term gain in this life, but eternal life, which is about 

as long-term as it gets. Seen in this light, money itself becomes merely one of the many 

means by which progress towards this goal can be achieved. Money itself may actually not 

even be the real focus of this parable at all. Let’s take a look and you can decide for yourself 

if it might be something else. 

 

What is money, anyway? It’s so familiar to us that we may never have stopped to ponder 

what it actually is. By most textbook accounts, it’s simply a medium of exchange; something 

whose value everyone agrees upon that you and I can use to trade for what we need and want 

in life. At a somewhat deeper level, it’s much like energy. It can be generated, stored and 

then used when something has to happen that requires energy. No money, no development 

and no commerce. No energy, nothing gets done at all.  

 

The medium of exchange in the Kingdom of God is love. Like money, everyone agrees that 

love is precious. It consists of placing other’s needs ahead of our own and cherishing each 

other as persons, mindful of the reality that such is the way God treats us. Everything good 

becomes possible with investments in love. It’s certainly very much like energy too. A love-

filled place is vibrant with joy while anywhere that love is absent seems filled with darkness, 

even death itself. No love, no life. 

 

A couple of weeks ago, you might remember that Scripture reminded us that the amount of 

resources required in any given situation needs to be proportional to the kind of projects 

being undertaken. As easy as it is to get it wrong with energy and money, it’s pretty easy to 

get it wrong with love, too. Investing our love in anything other than who God is and what 

God loves is an investment with no return.  
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If that’s really the case, then to some folks, one of the more puzzling things about this gospel 

is that Jesus seems to be praising the steward’s dubious use of his master’s wealth to secure 

a soft landing for himself. Careful reading shows that Jesus actually wanted to teach 

something else to his followers, the children of light; something they didn’t understand about 

investments in love. There are several interpretations that may help us see what this lesson 

is. Let’s take a look at just a couple.  

 

In one interpretation, the steward is only returning to his master’s customers part of what he 

was entitled to take as a service charge according to the market rules of first century. The 

problem with the service charge was that it was enormous – lots more than normal shipping 

and handling would require. Therein lay the corruption. In this interpretation, the steward 

and his customers would both understand that when he rewrote his master’s invoices he was 

only returning what he ought not to have taken in the first place. It’s like Step 9 in Twelve-

Step programs, where people are required to make direct amends to those they’ve harmed. 

That would certainly earn you friends. Jesus’ praise simply highlighted the value of doing 

the loving thing by acknowledging the harm done and restoring what had been unjustly 

taken. 

 

There are other interpretations, too, that take us even deeper. Let me tell you a little story. In 

the late 1990s we experienced an economic meltdown called the dot-com bubble. 

Overinvestment in new internet technologies had occurred without concomitant adoption by 

industry and fortunes were lost. I was in charge of new technology development at a 

company near here that wanted to build its very first website. 

  

We looked at several of the new web development companies. Their balance sheets were 

flush with investor cash, but their P&Ls and cash flow statements showed there was no 

income from operations and no profit. They would not be around long.  
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One of the salesmen wanted to shower me with gifts to induce me to pick his company to do 

the website. As you certainly would have done, too, I refused and asked him why he was 

behaving like that. After a moment’s hesitation he looked at me seriously and said “You and 

I know my company’s going under. I’ll be needing a new job and I need all the friends I can 

get.” Feeling compassionate? If so, fair enough, but ask yourself if you would have chosen 

to hire this person. 

 

The man was doing nothing more than what the corrupt steward had done – trying to arrange 

for a soft landing using other people’s money. But look closely. It wasn’t just the man 

himself who had a problem; it was his entire organization. It was the entire economy of 

illusion and false expectations that led to the dot-com bubble. I’m confident his company 

would’ve commended him and agreed that he was only trying to save himself somehow. 

They also would have let him go for the same reason the dishonest steward was terminated. 

He was indeed pursing his own best interests, but the wrong way. 

 

Investments in love are investments in our own best, eternal interests. The challenge Jesus 

poses to the children of light is to ask ourselves if we’re preparing for a soft landing in the 

infinitely deep, loving embrace of God or are we preoccupied with arranging for something 

else?  

 

Jesus actually chides us: why is it so hard to see, my beautiful children of light, that your 

eternal interests are far more important than your earthly interests? Why can’t you put as 

much energy and imagination into pursuing them as you do into pursuing your earthly 

interests?  

 

I don’t know about you, but the question Jesus poses makes me feel pretty uncomfortable. 

As we receive the Eucharist today, it might be appropriate for us to consider with Jesus just 

how well our investments are doing. It may be that we’ll find we need to make some 

adjustments to the mix. 


